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STORYSD - EPISODE 20

WHAT IS A CHARACTER ARC?

Hi! I’m Soraia Ferreira and welcome to StorySD episode number 20. 
Today I'm going to be talking about how you can build progressive complicaons in your sto-
ries so let's get started!

Welcome to StorySD! 
Helping you use storytelling in your communicaon strategy. Explore other resources at 
www.StorySD.com.
And now, here is your host, Dr. Soraia Ferreira, story strategy consultant & trainer.

A long me ago, in ancient Greece, there lived the mighty Hercules. He was half man and half 
human. 
In order to be accepted at Mount Olympus and walk amongst the Gods, Hercules had to sur-
pass 12 labors. 
One of the labors was to slay Hydra, the water monster. 
The problem with this was, besides hydra’s blood being very poisonous, when Hercules got 
to cut one head, two heads would regrow in its place. Only with the help of his nephew, that 
would scratch the neck stamps, Hercules was able to finally defeat the hydra. 
This story is a good metaphor for building progressive complicaons in your story. This means 
that the level of difficulty needs to be higher and higher and higher. 
TThink about games. Videogames are divided into levels. You know that the first level is going 
to be easier than the second one and so on. 
When you're building a story, you cannot put for example 3rd level right at the beginning and 
then you put the first level because the level of difficulty didn't grow but decreased, so the 
player will lose interest and with storytelling it's the same thing.

Standing on the Shoulder of Giants

The recommended resource for this episode is the character Scrat from the movie's Ice Age. 
TThis saber-tooth squirrel has the simple objecve to store an acorn. 
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It seems very easy but in fact, he has so many difficules in front of him that he never seems 
to catch the acorn. 
If you are looking for inspiraon and you're thinking that having conflict to your stories is 
really difficult, just take a look at this character and see all the progressive complicaons that 
he has to go through in the story in order to achieve its objecve. 
Next week, I'm going to be talking about the climax of the story.
Unl then keep moving forward!

TThank you for tuning in to StorySD.
Sign up to the newsleer today and be the first to receive updates, at StorySD.com.


