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Welcome to StorySD, Episode nº 4. Today you are going to learn how to build a story.

Welcome to StorySD!

Helping you use storytelling in your communica on strategy.

Explore other resources at www.StorySD.com.

And now, here is your host, Dr. Soraia Ferreira, story strategy consultant & trainer.

AA couple of months ago I saw this intriguing documentary set in 2014 in Brazil. A group of In-

dians came out of the forest for the first me and made contact with the outside world. This 

first contact was really awkward because neither side understood what each other wanted.

A er more encounters, we finally understand why the Indians took this step because they 

were running for their lives. They were being chased  and also the living condi ons in the 

forest were really hard. One of the Indians told how is grandmother was killed by a jaguar. 

A er a lot of communica ons that failed, finally the Indians moved into the village and now 

they feel safe.

TThis li le story that I just told contains all the elements that you need to have when you 

build your own story. It has a me, which is 2014 and a place, which is Brazil. It also has 

characters, the main characters here are the Indians, and it has the inci ng incident, which 

is the reason why the story takes place. And in this case, the reason why the story takes 

place it’s because the Indians walked out of the forest and made contact. Then we have the 

middle of the story and there it’s where all the progressive complica ons and conflict is, in 

this case the conflict is not being able to understand each other, being chased, being threa-

tened and also the hatened and also the hard living condi ons in the forest.

And finally we have the end of the story, where we have the resolu on that in this case the 

Indians now live with the villagers and they feel safe. We have the me, the place, the inci-

ng incident, the conflict and then the resolu on. 
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And why did I pick a story for today’s episode? It’s because when I saw the first scene of the 
Indians coming out, I thought about what is the reac on that the consumers and your custo-
mers have when they first see one of your pla orms. For example, when they go to your web-
site or when they go to your Facebook or YouTube, what is the first impression that they have, 
when they have that contact?

The challenge for you to apply transmedia storytelling techniques to your communica on 
strategy con nues. You began by doing a diagnos c of your communica on strategy, then 
you thought about your business goals and the third step was to think about what informa-

on you need to transmit in order to achieve those business goals. This week is me to build 
a story, so in this week’s newsle er you will have more informa on and also an exercise that 
will help you build a story.

Standing on the Shoulder of Giants

The recommended book of this episode is “Story” by Robert McKee. This was one of the first 
books that I bought when I started studying and un l this day. is one of the books that I resort 
to when I’m working on story structure. In the book, Robert McKee wrote:

““The essen al form of story is simple. But that’s like saying that the essen al form of music is 

simple. It is. It’s twelve notes. But these twelve notes conspire into everything and anything we 

have ever called music. The essen al elements of the Quest are the twelve notes of our music, the 

melody we’ve listened to all our lives. However, like the composer si ng downs at the piano, when 

a writer takes up this seemingly simple form, he discovers how incredibly complex it is, how inordi-

nately difficult to do.”

When you’re cra ing a story it is difficult but you just need to prac ce and rewrite and rewri-
te and rewrite and you will get there.

Next week I’ll be talking about why is conflict essen al in every story, un l then, keep moving 
forward!

Thank you for tuning in to StorySD.
Sign up to the newsle er today and be the first to receive updates, at StorySD.com.


